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standing a specialized field in relation to biological science as a whole. The
illustrations are profuse and as diversified as the text, from bacteria to the
Australian ant-eater, from Gargantua to the Grand Canyon, and from Venus
de Medici to scorbutic guinea-pigs. The author has set himself a Herculean
task, and it is inevitable that errors of interpretation and of fact occur. To
cite an examplethe treatment of syphilis is dismissed with the statement that
neoarsphenamine is a violent poison which will "positively cure" the infection,
and that it takes as long to cure as the disease has been in effect. In spite of such
shortcomings, however, the work should prove most useful at the elementary
level for which it was designed. -M. TAGER
THE SELECTED WRITINGS OF BENJAMIN RUSH. Edited by
Dagobert D. Runes. The Philosophical Library, Inc., New York, 1947.
xii + 433 pp. $5.
Since the writings of a man are the physical reflections of his thoughts, his
interests, and his activities, it is natural to expect that the works of Benjamin
Rush should cover an almost unbelievable range of subjects. Graduate of
Princeton and Edinburgh, student of William Cullen, professor of chemistry
and later of medicine in the College of Philadelphia, Surgeon-General under
Shippen, and chief founder of the first dispensary in this country, Benjamin
Rush is considered to have been the foremost American clinician of his time.
His political accomplishments were no less brilliant. He was a member of the
Congress for the State of Pennsylvania, a signer of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, a member of the Pennsylvania Convention that adopted the Federal
Constitution, treasurer of the National Mint, and a co-founder of the first anti-
slavery society in America. He cried out against the abuses perpetrated upon
the mentally ill. He inveighed against war, alcoholism, corporal punishment in
schools and the punishment of murder by death. He made some of the earliest
American contributions in anthropology. He was an outstandingly strong-
headed and revolutionary medical and social theorist in an age when revolutionary
characters were common currency the world over. He was not always in the right,
but he was never wanting in boldness and forthrightness when championing a
cause.
The present volume includes 29 selections from his writings under four
headings: (a) On Good Government; (b) On Education; (c) On Natural and
Medical Sciences; and (d) On Miscellaneous Things. A complete list of his
writings and a selected bibliography are included in the appendix. Those who
are interested in the revolutionary period of American history and those whose
interests lie in the field of medical history will find valuable source material in
these essays, written in a vigorous, if not highly literary, style. -MAX TAFFEL
DEVELOPMENTAL DIAGNOSIS. By Arnold Gesell and Catherine S.
Amatruda. Paul B. Hoeber, Inc., New York, 1947. 2nd ed., xvi +
496 pp. $7.50.
This book is a somewhat revised and enlarged version of the first edition,
published in 1941. The basic structure of the original has been retained. Part